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DR. SHOBANA CHANDRAKUMAR

Dr. Shobana Chandrakumar is a versatile artist and has the distinction of being an exponent of
Bharatanatyam, a feature film actor, film choreographer, dramatist, music composer and a playwright.

2. Born on 21* March, 1970, Dr. Shobana has presented the classical art of Bharatanatyam to audiences in
India and abroad appealing to diverse generations of the public as well as earning her critical acclaim. Her method,
which is inspired from the ancient Sanskrit treatise of Drama, the Natya Shastra, is resonant with the general
populace, thereby allowing her to broaden the scope of Bharatanatyam. She has incorporated both subtle and
theatrical forms of abhinaya into her approach to ensure that it is inclusive of her audience. She is a disciple of
Padma Shri awardee Smt. Chitra Visweswaran and Padma Vibhushan awardee Dr. Padma Subrahmanyam. Her
dance form and philosophy of movement are a brilliant confluence of both her gurus of the famed Vazhuvoor
tradition, exemplified in her practice and performance for 50 years.

3. Dr. Shobana has been teaching the traditional art of Bharatanatyam since the year 1992. As an
institutionalist, she has cultivated the individual artistry of her students, where a large number of traditional
padavarnams, padams, and javalis are taught exclusively. Her dance theatre repertoire includes traditional and
contemporary works, such as Thiruchitrambalam, BHAV, Shyama, Nayika, Sampradaya, Sur Taal Srinagar, and
Navarasa. She explores Hindu mythology, social issues, women's emancipation, and music, incorporating
Bharatanatyam and Hindustani music, involving luminaries like as Ustad Zakir Hussain and Vikku Vinayak
Ram. In contemporary dance, her creations Trance, Krishna, and Maya Ravan have been showcased over 400
times globally, enchanting audiences with her interpretations of Indian mythology in a modern yet authentic
manner.

4. Dr. Shobana is an icon of the South Indian film industry. She has acted in over 230 feature films in six
Indian languages. She has revolutionized the art form of Bharatanatyam in cinema through her Bharatanatyam
performances. She has inspired every artistically inclined girl child in Kerala to study the art form after her
Bharatanatyam dances in the iconic film Manichitrathazhu. She has choreographed traditional dances for films
such as Kochadaiyyan (2010), with Rajinikanth. She has also choreographed traditional dances in the iconic film
Thalapathi and Ravan, directed by Mani Ratnam. The English film Dance Like A Man (1993), which received the
National Film Award for Best Feature Film, was also choreographed by her. Furthermore, her portrayal in
Manichitrathazhu (1993), which garnered her first National award for best actress, remains emblematic in the
Indian cinema industry. She later received her second National Award for Best Actress for her performance in the
English film Mitr, My Friend.

S. Dr. Shobana has performed at esteemed venues worldwide with traditional dance and theatre. She has
performed at various festivals, including the World Music Institute, the Cleveland Museum, the Musee Guimet,
and the Rhythm Sticks Festival. In 1997, she was featured at Michael and Friends, a charitable event in Munich,
Germany, where Michael Jackson performed as the showstopper. She has collaborated with renowned musicians
and dancers, including Ustad Zakir Hussain, Vallayapatty Subramaniam, Vikku Vinayak Ram, Dr. Padma
Subrahmanyam, Dr. Sonal Mansingh, and others.

6. Dr. Shobana possesses two honorary doctorates and a D.Litt. She is presently directing the documentation
of the Thanjavur temples of South India.

7. Dr. Shobana has been honored with many awards . In 2006, she was awarded the Padma Shri, Her
remarkable acting prowess garnered her the Kerala State Award for Best Actress in 1993 and the National Film
Award for Best Actress on two occasions, in 1993 and 2002. She has also received the 'Kalaimamani' award from
the Government of Tamil Nadu in 2011, the 'Bharata Kala Ratna' from the Trinity Arts Festival in 2013, and the
'Kalarathna' fellowship from the Kerala Sangeetha Nataka Akademi in 2013,'Nrithya Kala Nipuna' by Mylapore
Fine Arts in 2012, the 'Lifetime Achievement Award' by Kartik Fine Arts in 2015, and the 'Nrithya Choodamani' by
Sri Krishna Gana Sabha in 2007, 'Viswa Kala Bharathi' by Bharat Kalachar in 2024.
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