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 Dr. Shobana Chandrakumar is a versatile artist and has the distinction of being an exponent of 
Bharatanatyam, a feature film actor, film choreographer, dramatist, music composer and a playwright.

2. Born on 21  March, 1970, Dr. Shobana has presented the classical art of Bharatanatyam to audiences in  st

India and abroad appealing to diverse generations of the public as well as earning her critical acclaim. Her method, 
which is inspired from the ancient Sanskrit treatise of Drama, the Natya Shastra, is resonant with the general 
populace, thereby allowing her to broaden the scope of Bharatanatyam. She has incorporated both subtle and 
theatrical forms of abhinaya into her approach to ensure that it is inclusive of her audience. She is a disciple of 
Padma Shri awardee Smt. Chitra Visweswaran and Padma Vibhushan awardee Dr. Padma Subrahmanyam. Her 
dance form and philosophy of movement are a brilliant confluence of both her gurus of the famed Vazhuvoor 
tradition, exemplified in her practice and performance for 50 years.

3. Dr. Shobana has been teaching the traditional art of Bharatanatyam since the year 1992. As an  
institutionalist, she has cultivated the individual artistry of her students, where a large number of traditional 
padavarnams, padams, and javalis are taught exclusively. Her dance theatre repertoire includes traditional and 
contemporary works, such as Thiruchitrambalam, BHAV, Shyama, Nayika, Sampradaya, Sur Taal Srinagar, and 
Navarasa. She explores Hindu mythology, social issues, women's emancipation, and music, incorporating 
Bharatanatyam and Hindustani music, involving luminaries like as Ustad Zakir Hussain and Vikku Vinayak 
Ram. In contemporary dance, her creations Trance, Krishna, and Maya Ravan have been showcased over 400 
times globally, enchanting audiences with her interpretations of Indian mythology in a modern yet authentic 
manner.

4. Dr. Shobana is an icon of the South Indian film industry. She has acted in over 230 feature films in six  
Indian languages. She has revolutionized the art form of Bharatanatyam in cinema through her Bharatanatyam 
performances. She has inspired every artistically inclined girl child in Kerala to study the art form after her 
Bharatanatyam dances in the iconic film Manichitrathazhu. She has choreographed traditional dances for films 
such as Kochadaiyyan (2010), with Rajinikanth. She has also choreographed traditional dances in the iconic film 
Thalapathi and Ravan, directed by Mani Ratnam. The English film Dance Like A Man (1993), which received the 
National Film Award for Best Feature Film, was also choreographed by her. Furthermore, her portrayal in 
Manichitrathazhu (1993), which garnered her first National award for best actress, remains emblematic in the 
Indian cinema industry. She later received her second National Award for Best Actress for her performance in the 
English film Mitr, My Friend. 

5. Dr. Shobana has performed at esteemed venues worldwide with traditional dance and theatre. She has  
performed at various festivals, including the World Music Institute, the Cleveland Museum, the Musee Guimet, 
and the Rhythm Sticks Festival. In 1997, she was featured at Michael and Friends, a charitable event in Munich, 
Germany, where Michael Jackson performed as the showstopper. She has collaborated with renowned musicians 
and dancers, including Ustad Zakir Hussain, Vallayapatty Subramaniam, Vikku Vinayak Ram, Dr. Padma 
Subrahmanyam, Dr. Sonal Mansingh, and others.

6. Dr. Shobana possesses two honorary doctorates and a D.Litt. She is presently directing the documentation   
of the Thanjavur temples of South India. 

7. Dr. Shobana has been honored with many awards . In 2006, she was awarded the Padma Shri, Her  
remarkable acting prowess garnered her the Kerala State Award for Best Actress in 1993 and the National Film 
Award for Best Actress on two occasions, in 1993 and 2002. She   has also received the 'Kalaimamani' award from 
the Government of Tamil Nadu in 2011, the 'Bharata Kala Ratna' from the Trinity Arts Festival in 2013, and the 
'Kalarathna' fellowship from the Kerala Sangeetha Nataka Akademi in 2013,'Nrithya Kala Nipuna' by Mylapore 
Fine Arts in 2012, the 'Lifetime Achievement Award' by Kartik Fine Arts in 2015, and the 'Nrithya Choodamani' by 
Sri Krishna Gana Sabha in 2007, 'Viswa Kala Bharathi' by Bharat Kalachar in 2024. 

Padma Bhushan



MkW- U 'kksHkuk p ædqekj

 MkW- U 'kksHkuk p ædqekj ,d cgqeq[kh dykdkj gSa ftUgsa HkjrukVîe dh fu".kkr dykdkj] Qhpj fQYe vfHkus=h] fQYe dksfj;ksxzkQj] 
ukVddkj] laxhrdkj vkSj ukVî ysf[kdk gksus dh çfr"Bk çkIr gSA

2 MkW--  21 ekpZ] 1970 dks tUeh]  'kksHkuk us ns'k&fons'k ds n'kZdksa ds le{kHkjrukVîe dh 'kkL=h; dyk çLrqr dh gS] ftlus fofHkUu 
ihf<+;ksa ds yksxksa dks vkdÆ"kr fd;k gS vkSj ftlds fy, mUgsa vkykspdksa dh ç'kalk Hkh feyh gSA ukVd ds çkphu laL—r xzaFkukVî 'kkL= ls  
çsfjr mudh i)fr vke turk ds chp yksdfç; gS] ftlls mUgsa HkjrukVîe ds nk;js dks O;kid cukus esa enn feyrh gSA mUgksaus vius rjhds 
esa vfHku; ds lw{e vkSj ukVdh; nksuksa :iksa dks 'kkfey fd;k gS rkfd og n'kZdksa dks lekfo"V dj ldsA og in~e Jh iqjLdkj fotsrk Jherh 
fp=k foÜosÜoju vkSj in~e foHkw"k.k iqjLdkj fotsrk M‚- in~ek lqczã.;e dh f'k";k gSaA mudh uR̀; 'kSyh vkSj Hkko&Hkafxek,a çfl) o>qowj 
ijaijk dhmuds nksuksa xq#vksa dk ,d 'kkunkj laxe gS] tks 50 o"kks± ds muds vH;kl vkSj çn'kZu esa Li"V :i ls fn[kkÃ nsrk gSA

3 MkW- o’kZ -   'kksHkuk 1992 ls HkjrukVîe dh ikjaifjd dyk fl[kk jgh gSaA ,d laLFkkxr dykdkj ds :i esa] mUgksaus vius Nk=ksa dh 
O;fäxr dyk dks fodflr fd;k gS tgkacM+s iSekus ij ikjaifjd ino.kZe] ine vkSj tkoyh fo'ks"k :i ls fl[kk, tkrs gSaA muds uR̀; fFk,Vj 
çn'kZuksa dh lwph esa ikjaifjd vkSj ledkyhu dk;Z 'kkfey gSa] tSls fd fr#fp=Ecye] Hkko] ';kek] ukf;dk] laçnk;] lqj rky J`axkjvkSj 
uojklA og mLrkn tkfdj gqlSu vkSj foôw fouk;d jke tSls fnXxtksa dks 'kkfey djrs gq, HkjrukVîe rFkk ÇgnqLrkuh laxhr ds lekos'k 
}kjk Çgnw ikSjkf.kd dFkkvksa] lkekftd eqíksa] efgykvksa dh eqfä vkSj laxhr dks viuh çLrqfr esa 'kkfey djrh gSaA ledkyhu ùR; esa] mudh 
jpukvksa Vªkal] —".kk  vkSj ek;k jko.k dks nqfu;k Hkj esa 400 ls vfèkd ckj çnÆ'kr fd;k x;k gS] ftlesa mUgksaus vkèkqfud ysfdu çkekf.kd 
rjhds ls Hkkjrh; ikSjkf.kd dFkkvksa dh O;k[;k djds n'kZdksa dks ea=eqXèk dj fn;k gSA

4 MkW--   'kksHkuk nf{k.k Hkkjrh; fQYe m|ksx dh ,d vkn'kZ 'kf[l;r gSaA mUgksaus Ng Hkkjrh; Hkk"kkvksa esa 230 ls vfèkd Qhpj fQYeksa esa 
vfHku; fd;k gSA mUgksaus viuh HkjrukVîe çLrqfr;ksa ls flusek esa HkjrukVîe ds dyk :i esa Økafr yk nh gSA viuh çfl) fQYe 
ef.kfp=kFkt+q esa HkjrukVîe uR̀; ds çn'kZu ds ckn bl dyk dh vksj >qdko okyh dsjy dh gj ckfydk bl dyk :i dk vè;;u djus ds 
fy, çsfjr gqÃ gSA mUgksaus jtuhdkar ds lkFk dkspknS;u ¼2010½ tSlh fQYeksa ds fy, ikjaifjd ùR;ksa dh dksfj;ksxzkQh dh gSA mUgksaus ef.kjRue 
}kjk funsZf'kr çfrf"Br fQYe Fkyifr vkSj jko.k esa Hkh ikjaifjd uR̀;ksa dh dksfj;ksxzkQh dhA vaxzsth fQYe Mkal ykbd , eSu ¼ 1993½] ftls 
loZJs"B Qhpj fQYe dk jk"Vªh; fQYe iqjLdkj feyk] dh dksfj;ksxzkQh Hkh mUgksaus gh dh FkhA blds vykok] ef.kfp=kFkt+q  ¼1993½ esa mudk 
vfHku;] ftlds fy, mUgsa loZJs"B vfHkus=h dk jk"Vªh; iqjLdkj feyk] Hkkjrh; fQYe m|ksx esa çrhdkRed cu x;k gS ckn esa vaxzsth fQYe 
fe=] ekÃ ÝsaM esa vius çn'kZu ds fy,  mUgsa loZJs"B vfHkus=h dk nwljk jk"Vªh; iqjLdkj feykA

5 MkW--   'kksHkuk us ikjaifjd ùR; vkSj jaxeap ds lkFk nqfu;k Hkj ds çfrf"Br LFkkuksa ij çn'kZu fd;k gSA mUgksaus foÜo laxhr laLFkku] 
DyhoySaM E;wft;e] E;wlh xqbesV vkSj fjne fLVDl QsfLVoy lfgr cgqr ls mRloksa esa çLrqfr nh gSA 1997 esa] E;wfu[k] teZuh esa ,d èkekZFkZ 
dk;ZØe ekbdy ,aM ÝsaM~l esa mUgsa 'kkfey fd;k x;k] tgk¡ ekbdy tSDlu 'kksLV‚ij FksA mUgksaus mLrkn tkfdj gqlSu] oYyk;kiêh lqcze.;e] 
foôq fouk;d jke] M‚- in~ek lqczã.;e] M‚- lksuy ekuÇlg] vkSj vU;çfl) laxhrdkjksa vkSj u`R;kaxukvksa ds lkFk çLrqfr;ka nh gSaA 

6 MkW-  -   'kksHkuk ds ikl nks ekun M‚DVjsV vkSj ,d Mh- fyV dh mikfèk gSA orZeku esa og nf{k.k Hkkjr ds ratkoqj eafnjksa ds o`rfp=ksa dk 
funsZ'ku dj jgh gSaA 

7 MkW--   'kksHkuk dks dÃ iqjLdkjksa ls lEekfur fd;k x;k gSA 2006 esa mUgsa in~e Jh iqjLdkj çnku fd;k x;kA muds mYys[kuh; vfHku; 
dkS'ky us mUgsa 1993 esa loZJs"B vfHkus=h ds fy, dsjy jkT; iqjLdkj vkSj 1993 vkSj 2002 esa nks ckj loZJs"B vfHkus=h ds fy, jk"Vªh; fQYe 
iqjLdkj fnyk;kA mUgsa 2011 esa rfeyukMq ljdkj ls *dyÃeekuh* iqjLdkj] 2013 esa fVªfuVh vkV~lZ QsfLVoy esa *Hkkjr dyk jRu* vkSj 2013 esa 
dsjy laxhr ukVd vdkneh ls *dykjRu* Qsyksf'ki Hkh feyh gSA 2012 esa mUgsa ek;ykiqj Qkbu vkV~lZ }kjk *uR̀; dyk fuiq.k*] 2015 esa dkÆrd  
Qkbu vkV~lZ }kjk *ykbQVkbe vphoesaV vokMZ* vkSj 2007 esa Jh—".k x.k lHkk }kjk ̂ ùR; pwMkef.k*] 2024 esa Hkkjr dykpj }kjk* foÜo dyk 
Hkkjrh* lEeku Hkh çkIr gqvkA

in~e Hkw”k.k


